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SOMETHING
TO CONSIDER:
God’s Family, a Symbiotic Loving Relationship
Dear Saints,
“God’s Family, a Symbiotic Loving Relationship” was the title of my teaching during the Royal Family Reunion and the
subject of this writing. “Symbiosis” is a word used in biology referring to the intimate living together of two dissimilar
organisms in a mutually beneficial relationship. Yahweh’s family relationship designed by Him as a symbiotic, loving
relationship can be understood simply as − God loves you, God wants you, God needs you, and as His child, you love
Him, want Him, and need Him. We are His, and He is ours. To illustrate this relationship, three mutually beneficial
concepts are used which are inheritance, portion, and dwelling place.
God’s Inheritance - The faithful of Israel and after Christ, all who believe (Ephesians 1:18), Yahweh deems His
inheritance.
Yet they are Your people, even Your inheritance, whom You have brought out by Your great power
and Your outstretched arm. Deuteronomy 9:29
God’s Portion - The reason for creation and the purpose of the ages has been Yahweh’s longing for a family. Those
who believe become His portion. The saints are what God gets!
For Yahweh’s portion is His people; Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance. Deuteronomy 32:8
Yahweh has today declared you to be His people, a treasured possession, as He promised you, and
that you should keep all His commandments; and that He will set you high above all nations
which He has made, for praise, fame, and honor; and that you shall be a consecrated people to
Yahweh your God, as He has spoken. Deuteronomy 26: 18 and 19
God’s Dwelling Place We are the Israel of God today and as such His temple, His habitation, the place where He dwells
through the spirit. “In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the
Spirit.” Ephesians 2:22
In that God dwells in us as His inhabitation, the following Scriptures are more relevant now after Christ than when
first written. How electrifying and comforting they are to us.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is too high, I cannot attain to it. Where can I go from
Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there.
If I take the wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea,
even there Your hand will lead me, and Your right hand will lay hold of me.
If I say, "surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me will be night," even the
darkness is not dark to You, and the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to
You. Psalm 139:6-12
He is our inheritance - Of all the many blessings promised to the saints at the return of Christ, the greatest by far is
that we inherit God. We will be with Him forever. He is our inheritance (Ephesians 1:11-14).
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Yahweh is our Portion Yahweh’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail.
They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.
Yahweh is my portion," says my soul, "Therefore I have hope in Him."
Yahweh is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him.
It is good that he waits silently For the salvation of Yahweh. Lamentation 3:22-26
Preserve me, O God, for I take refuge in You.
I said to Yahweh, "You are my Lord; I have no good besides You."…
Yahweh is the portion of my inheritance and my cup… I have set Yahweh continually before
me; Because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken…
You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your right
hand there are pleasures forever. Psalm 16:1-11
Whom have I in heaven but You? And besides You, I desire nothing on earth.
My flesh and my heart may fail, But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.
For, behold, those who are far from You will perish; You have destroyed all those who are unfaithful to You.
But as for me, the nearness of God is my good; I have made the Lord Yahweh my refuge, That I
may tell of all Your works. Psalm 73:25-28
He is our dwelling place - Yahweh is our refuge, our safe place where we are loved, comforted, and encouraged
as infants with their mothers. He is our dwelling place.
God loves you, wants you, and needs you. For there to be an inheritance and portion for Yahweh, someone must
love and want Him. He needs people to respond to His call so that He may have the family that He has wanted
from the beginning. We are a part of God’s family; He is not a part of our family − His family, His rules. He does
not change to suit us; we change to please Him. He has arranged this symbiotic relationship, but we must exercise our free will to be part of it. God will not force us.
Therefore, Yahweh longs to be gracious to you, And therefore He waits on high to have compassion on you. For Yahweh is a God of justice; How blessed are all those who long for Him.
Isaiah 30:18
You may view the whole teaching on our website www.lhim.org. Press the V in the right-hand corner.
God’s blessing,

4

A Review of :
The Spirit of Truth by Vincent C. Finnegan
By: Dr. Joe Martin - President / CAO Atlanta Bible College / Church of God General Conference.
From one of the best biblical expositors I know, Vince Finnegan has given us a beautiful, detailed, scriptural
analysis of the Holy Spirit. With the new covenant, we now have direct access to the power of God through
Jesus Christ our Lord Messiah. This is the “promise of the Father” that was anticipated in the Hebrew
Scripture and now fulfilled through believers.
The author walks us through a theological path that is very clear with eighteen extremely readable chapters
on the subject of the Spirit. Jesus, fulfilling Psalm 110:1, is now seated at the right hand of Almighty God,
YHWH El Shaddai. One must ask, in what sense will he "never leave us," if he is at the right hand of God? The
answer is through the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:33 encapsulates the notion, “He has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.” The life of a believer today is a life of
connection through the leading of the holy spirit.
In chapters such as, “The Helper,” “Power in the Church,” “Spirit and Sonship,” “Spiritual Warfare,” “Love
Connection,” etc., Finnegan reviews many aspects of life in the spirit. I would highly recommend to readers a
thorough review of this summary. It is a great discussion of the work of the holy spirit in our lives today.

New on
Living Hope is trimming the fat on our bookstore.
Going forward we will only carry books, classes,
and other materials that we produce ourselves.
Feel free to purchase any of our materials at
LHIM.org/bookstore
God Bless!

Ezekiel BEC, September 23 - November 11, 2014
The Prophet Ezekiel lived in exile during the Babylonian captivity, covering the time
period just before and just after the destruction of the first Temple in 586 BC. Visions
recorded by the prophet show incredible revelation from Yahweh. This Biblical Education Class (BEC) will explore both the historical and eschatological context. The truths
presented in this course will be of interest to both the seasoned Bible student as well as
someone new to the faith. Please join us for this eight week course as Vince Finnegan,
John Cortright, and Sean Finnegan take us on an exciting journey into one of the most
thought-provoking books of the Hebrew Scriptures. The class will begin September 23,
2014 and continue every Tuesday until November 11. Class sessions will run generally
from 7-9 pm.
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Check out Cheryl Elton’s
new book on Pathway of
Peace: Living in a Growing
Relationship with Christ.
Now available on Amazon

Seek Yahweh: Is God’s Name “I Am?”
By John Cortright

G

rowing up, one of
my all-time favorite
movies was (and

still is) The Ten Commandments
directed by the legendary
director, Cecil B DeMille. While
this movie is an epic rendition
of the story of Moses, the
writer’s handling of the name of
God is quite unique and offers
insight into modern thought
regarding this subject. In his
book, Shattering the Conspiracy
of Silence, author Nehemia
Gordon points out how the
filmmakers presented God as
having no name.1 In the movie
when Moses is searching for his
true identity, he says to
Yochabel, “Will you swear in the
name of this God that you are
not my mother? Yochabel then
responds, “We do not even
know His name.”
Later, when
name
banishing Moses to the desert,
Ramses says, “I commend you
to your Hebrew God who has no
name.
name “Then again, in the land
of Midian, Jethro says to Moses,
“He
He who has no name surely
guided your steps.” Now, The
Ten Commandments is not
Scripture, but it is a movie made
by men, for Hollywood.
However, it is interesting to see
how the writers followed
longstanding tradition and
deliberately refer to God as “He
who has no name,” a phrase
that is never used in the Bible.
Then finally, when Moses is at
the burning bush, he asks God

the question, “But if I say to
your children that the God of
their fathers has sent me, they
will ask ‘What is his name?’
How shall I answer them?”
From the burning bush, he
hears the voice of God say, “I
am, that I am. Thou shalt say ‘I
am’ hath sent me unto you.”
Then, the scene ends. The
name of God is never used. The
name of God is never uttered.
The name of God remains
unknown. In fact, as this scene
unfolds in the movie, it sounds
as if God’s name is “I Am.”
This record in Scripture at the
burning bush is an introduction
to understanding the name of
God, and sadly it has been
misunderstood.
Moses had
lived 40 years in Egypt. He ran
away to the land of Midian
where he lived another 40
years. Then, at 80 years old
while tending sheep on Mount
Horeb, the angel of Yahweh
appeared to Moses in a burning
bush. Moses then asked God
how he should respond when
he is asked by the sons of Israel,
“What is His name?”
Exodus 3:13-14
Then Moses said to God,
"Behold, I am going to the
sons of Israel, and I will say
to them, 'The God of your
fathers has sent me to you.'
Now they may say to me,
'What is His name?' What
shall I say to them?"
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God said to Moses, "I AM
WHO I AM"; and He said,
"Thus you shall say to the
sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent
me to you.'"
Verse 14 is not indicating the
name of God; rather, this verse
shows the meaning behind the
name of God. It is common in
the Hebrew Scriptures when
first introducing a name to
present the etymology of the
name as well: Gen 16:11b “…And you shall call his
name Ishmael, Because the
LORD [Yahweh] has given
heed to your affliction;” Gen
25:25 - “Now the first came
forth red, all over like a hairy
garment; and they named
him Esau;” Gen 25:26 “Afterward his brother came
forth with his hand holding
on to Esau's heel, so his
name was called Jacob;”
Ex 2:10b - “And she named
him
Moses,
and
said,
‘Because I drew him out of
the water’."
The record in Exodus 3:14 is not
revealing the name of God, but
rather the meaning behind the
name. The actual name of God
is told Moses in the next verse.
Exodus 3:15
God, furthermore, said to
Moses, "Thus you shall say to
the sons of Israel, 'The LORD
(Continued on page 7)

am.” Strictly speaking, this name
is a combination of three forms of
this Hebrew root: Hayah, Hoveh,
and Yihyeh. These three words
[Yahweh], the God of your
mean
respectively: “He was,” “He
fathers, the God of Abraham,
is,” and “He will be.” When we
the God of Isaac, and the God
call Him by His name, we are
of Jacob, has sent me to you.'
essentially saying, “He has always
This is My name forever, and
existed, He exists now, and He
this is My memorial-name to
will always continue to exist.”
all generations.
God says, “I
am”
about
When the English
Himself but we
translators chose to
“Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going
are to call Him
replace the name of
to
the
sons
of
Israel,
and
I
will
say
to
them,
YHVH meaning,
God (“Yahweh”) with
“He was, He is,
'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.'
the
title
(“The
and He will
LORD”), the name of
Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?'
be.”2
God
and
the
(Continued from page 6)

Is God’s Name “I Am?” continued ...

The English rendering of the
Greek Septuagint (LXX) from this
verse offers a very good
understanding − “I am THE
BEING.” The New Jerusalem Bible
is similar –“I am He who is.”
Interestingly, in the English
version of the modern day
Hebrew Tanakh, the translators

What shall I say to them?"

understanding here
God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM"; and He
God is not a
in Exodus 3:15 were
god who has
said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel,
lost. However, as we
no
name.
read it as written in
'I AM has sent me to you.'"
Rather,
he
has
the actual text, this
a magnificent
answer to Moses is
Exodus
3:13-14
name, a name
beautiful. Verse 14
above
all
gives the etymology
o t h e r s .
of God’s name, and
Throughout
verse 15 reveals His
Scripture,
God
made
His name
memorial name, Yahweh – the
use a transliteration of the
known so that the entire world
God of Abraham, the God of
Hebrew and don’t even give an
would know that God is Yahweh.
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.
English equivalent.
He is the existing one, the
everlasting God. He is the God of
The meaning of the phrase “I AM
Exodus 3:14 (English-Hebrew
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
WHO I AM” has been a source of
Tanakh)
the God of Jacob. He is the one
much theological discussion. The
And God said to Moses, “Ehyeh
who was, who is, and who is to
words “I am” are the Hebrew
-Asher-Ehyheh.” He continued,
come − Yahweh, God Almighty.
verb “hayah” which is a simple
“Thus shall you say to the
This is His name forever, His
verb meaning “to be.” This verb
Israelites, ‘Ehyeh sent me to
memorial
name
to
all
in various conjugations is
you.’”
generations.
translated as “was,” “is,” “will
Praise Yahweh! 
be,” “became,” “shall be,” etc.
Nehemia Gordon offers an
Here in Exodus 3:14, the verb is in
excellent understanding of the
1 Nehemia Gordon, Shattering the Conthe QAL imperfect form. Most
meaning of God’s name.
spiracy of Silence (Hilkiah Press, Copyoften, when the Hebrew verb is in
right © 2012 by Nehemia Gordon), Chapthis form, it is translated as “I will
ter 6:The Burning Bush, pg 63
God’s name YHVH derives from
be” or “I shall be.”
2 Ibid, pg 66
the exact same Hebrew root as “I
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GRACE
By Vince Finnegan

T

he
definition
of
“grace” is unmerited
(undeserved and unearned) but freely given love and
favor of God toward man. To appreciate the full significance of
grace requires diligent study of
the Scriptures, prayer, thoughtful
meditation, and life
experience.
The
Epistle of Ephesians
provides a good
starting point.

3-6 - Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, Who [God] has blessed
us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in
Christ, just as He [God] chose
us in Him [Christ] before the
foundation of the world, that

but even greater way, is God’s
grace to the saints. Why is He so
good to us? The explanation provided for His great loving generosities is found in verses 5, 7, 9,
and 11. The words “according to
“earmark His reasoning and motivation. “According to” sets the
standard for what proceeds and
sets the agreement or conformity
for
what follows.
The
verses
show his demonstrated grace
and love are in
agreement or
conformity to
His inner desire, His heart
for you.

“For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God.”
Ephesians 2:8

Ephesians 1:1 and
2 - Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus
by the will of God,
to the saints [holy
ones] who are at
Ephesus, and who
are faithful in
Christ Jesus:
Grace to you and peace from
God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

The salutation and closing of
Ephesians, as is common to most
of Paul’s writing, includes grace
and peace. When we consider
man’s innate sin and guilt, we
conclude the only access to God
must be by grace. We have no
grounds for anything we receive
from God, yet the blessings are
incomprehensively bountiful due
to their eternal implications. Understanding and embracing grace
produce a life enriched with
thankfulness, humility, and love.
Grace is our personal evidence of
God’s love.

we should be holy and blameless before Him [God]. In love
He [God] predestined us to
adoption as sons through
Jesus Christ to Himself [God],
according to the kind intention of His [God’s] will, to the
praise of the glory of His
[God’s] grace, which He [God]
freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved [Christ].
A loving mother modifies her entire life to provide for her newborn infant and sacrifices everything for his or her care; yet, the
child does nothing to merit, deserve, or earn this devotion. Actually, the child’s behavior is
most often contrary. In a similar
8

According to:
The kind intention of His will –
1:5
The riches of His grace – 1:7
His kind intention which He
purposed in Him – 1:9
His purpose who works all
things
after the counsel of His will –
1:11
1:6-7 – In Him, we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches
of His grace
“Redemption” is to regain possession of by paying a price. 2:1-3
reveal our standard of life or that
(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 8)
Grace continued ...

which we conformed to before
Christ (which is again set-off by
the words “according to”).
2:1-3 - And you were dead in
your trespasses and sins,
in which you formerly walked
according to the course of this
world, according to the prince
of the power of the air, of the
spirit that is now working in
the sons of disobedience.
Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our
flesh, indulging the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and
were by nature children of
wrath, even as the rest.
We were owned by the prince of
the power of the air and were
slaves to our own impulses and
longings. God paid the price or
ransom with Jesus to set us free,
to rescue us from the devil to become His possession again. 1:14.
“Possession” implies we once belonged to the devil, and with redemption we now belong to God.
We often say this is “my” brother,
sister, son, daughter, dog… indicating the belongingness of connection.
2:4-8 - But God, being rich in
mercy, because of His great
love with which He loved us,
even when we were dead in
our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved),
and raised us up with Him, and
seated us with Him in the
heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,

in order that in the ages to
come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in
kindness toward us in Christ
Jesus.
For by grace you have been
saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves, it is the gift
of God.
We move from complete engrossment in the impulses and longings
of self-centeredness to salvation
that issues in God showing the surpassing riches of His grace in kindness toward us in the ages to
come. Is there any more contrasting extreme in comparison? The
appreciation of grace is found in
understanding what we once were
(seldom grasped by anyone) and
the reality of what we are now
coupled with the promise of our
destiny. Paul is our example of
someone who really understood
grace based on the aforementioned. He never forgot who he
was and what he did before Christ,
and he strongly embraced the
hope.
3:2-3 - If indeed, you have
heard of the stewardship of
God's grace which was given to
me for you;
that by revelation there was
made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.
3:7-8 - Of which I was made a
minister, according to the gift
of God's grace, which was
given to me according to the
working of His power.
To me, the very least of all
saints, this grace was given, to
9

preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,
Paul, once the main proponent
and leader of Christian persecution, was himself redeemed and
entrusted with the mystery that
God kept to Himself for centuries.
Paul never doubted the privilege
that was His and knew exactly
where it came from and why –
God’s grace. Acts 8:1-3; 9:1 and 2;
1Timothy 1:11-17
Ephesians 4:7 - But to each one
of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's
gift.
Paul was not the only one to receive grace, for each one of us
who believes also receives grace.
We, like Paul, should be so immersed in grace that it constantly
proceeds from our lips.
4:29 -Let no unwholesome
word proceed from your mouth,
but only such a word as is good
for edification according to the
need of the moment, that it
may give grace to those who
hear.
The epistle and this article end
with the following conclusion.
6:24 - Grace be with all those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ
with a love incorruptible. 

Unpacking Godliness
By Mary Ann Yaconis

F

or the past six
months, we moved
in order to downsize
so that we can have more time
to spend with God and with our
family. My first personal agenda
was to rid myself of a lot of
material items that I have used
through the years but are not
needed anymore. My second
agenda was that the physical
move from one place to another
was to be like leaving behind
the thoughts and behaviors I
struggle with and start fresh
with a brand new way of being.
The home we moved into was
brand new, even a lot of the
furniture was brand new.
I wanted me to be brand new
too. But reality hit which,
summed up, is that old adage,
“Wherever you are, there you
are.”
In the Epistles, Paul writes about
the old man nature and the new
man. At different times in our
lives, we think that moving to a
new town, getting a new job,
finding a new church, maybe
even getting a spouse, (or getting rid of a spouse) would make
us be new also. The same
problems arise with the new
situations because what really

need to change are the wounds,
pains, and wrong thinking that
we have about God, Jesus
Christ, ourselves, and others. It
is a matter of a heart change.
When our mind and heart are
excluded from the life of God
because of ungodly thoughts
and callousness of heart, we
then are captivated by sensuality and the practice of impurity
and greed.
Ephesians 4:20 But you did
not learn Christ in this way, if
indeed you have heard Him
and have been taught in
Him, just as truth is in Jesus,
that, in reference to your
former manner of life, you
lay aside the old self, which
is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of
deceit, and that you be
renewed in the spirit of your
mind, and put on the new
self, which in the likeness of
God has been created in
righteousness and holiness of
the truth.
It has been helpful to me to
spend less time planting
flowers, weeding, and house
cleaning, so that I can focus on
what I consider, at my stage in
life, more important things. The
move was helpful in giving me
10

more time, but unless I make
the changes in my heart and
mind, I bring along my old
baggage and unpack it in my
new house. This is not good.
Our mind is to be renewed with
what Paul continues to explain.
Ephesians
4:25-27
Therefore,
laying
aside
falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH
ONE of you WITH HIS NEIGHBOR,
for we are members of one
another. BE ANGRY, AND yet DO
NOT SIN; do not let the sun go
down on your anger, and do
not give the devil an
opportunity.
Unpacking bag number one, we
need to recognize that lying is in
this bag, and every time there is
an opportunity to lie, it is an
opportunity to speak the truth.
Do we want to be holy and
blameless before our Yahweh
who loves us so much? Or do I
want to disregard Him and do
what our weak flesh wants to
do? Taking the time to stop and
actually think and contemplate
about what we are doing helps
us leave the trash in the bag and
take out the good stuff to use in
our new life with God. Paul
continues.
(Continued on page 11)

unpack unkind words and the
occasional
unwholesome
words? Letting one unwholesome word out once in a while,
what is wrong with that?
Plenty. We are instructed that
“no unwholesome word” is to
come out of our mouth. I need
some serious duct tape.

this along with us. For some
Unpacking Godliness continued ...
odd reason, we tend to think if
we are unforgiving and bitter
Ephesians 4:28 – 29
He
toward someone, it is in some
who steals must steal no
way hurting that person or
longer; but rather he must
protecting ourselves. This is so
labor, performing with his
far from the truth. The one it
own hands what is good, so
actually hurts is us and that is
that he will have something
because it interferes with our
to share with one
own
relationship
who has need. Let
with God. Leaving
no
unwholesome
“Therefore, laying aside falsehood,
rage and bitterness
word proceed from
SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE of you WITH HIS
alone and unpackyour mouth, but
ing kindness and
NEIGHBOR, for we are members of one
only such a word
forgiveness
will
as is good for edifianother. BE ANGRY, AND yet DO NOT SIN;
continue to help us
cation according to
do not let the sun go down on your
live blamelessly.
the need of the
anger, and do not give the devil an
moment, so that it
opportunity.”
For me, moving to
will give grace to
Ephesians 4:25-27
our new home and
those who hear.
seeing God work
Bag number two has
through it all has
another form of lying
been a great experiwhich is stealing. When we skip
ence. I kept the items that I
One last bag to open for now.
out early from work, take
liked the best and meant the
Ephesians 4:31
Let all
extra time to be on the
most to me. It was fun to unbitterness and wrath and
internet for personal use, or
pack them and find new places
anger and clamor and
otherwise not labor in a
slander be put away from
truthful way, we are, in a way,
to keep them. We can do the
you, along with all malice.
stealing. It is a choice. Do I
same thing with our minds and
unpack this behavior, or do I
Be kind to one another, tenhearts. Take the best of us, our
leave it in the bag? We make it
der-hearted, forgiving each
love for God, talents, and abiliseem so much more difficult
other, just as God in Christ
ties and apply them in a godly
than it has to be. I unpacked a
also has forgiven you.
way for living each day in the
box. I decided what I wanted to
newness of life. 
use and where it would be
All our old rants and rages
useful. If it wasn’t of value, I
about the past, our disparaging
got rid of it. It really is the same
of people whom we think were
way spiritually because we
unjust, cruel, stupid, and unlovhave Christ who strengthens
ing can stay in the bag for
us. On our own we cannot, but
disposal in the dumpster. It
with Christ in us we can. Do I
does us no good at all to carry
(Continued from page 10)
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Saints or Sinners
By Sean Finnegan

H

ave you ever heard
someone say, “I’m
just a sinner saved
by grace”? The phrase has two
main purposes: either we use it to
express humility or to excuse our
behavior. But, did you know that
Scripture nowhere calls Christ’s
followers sinners? Let’s take a
look at what the Bible says about
sinners in order to get a grounded
scriptural understanding of what a
sinner is. Then we’ll examine
some other titles Christians use to
refer to themselves as well as others within the family of God.
We find the first reference to sinners in Sodom where it says “the
men of Sodom were wicked exceedingly and sinners against the
LORD” (Gen 13:13). In the time of
Samuel, God told Saul to “utterly
destroy the sinners, the Amalekites” (1 Sam 15:18). Throughout
the books of poetry, we see the
righteous encouraged not to
“stand in the path of sinners” (Psa
1:1), that sinners will not stand in
the assembly of the righteous (Psa
1:5). After all, one sinner destroys
much good (Ecc 9:18). Solomon
taught his son not to be enticed by
sinners (Prov 1:10), since they will
get what they deserve (Prov
11:31).
Wickedness, adversity,
and the adulteress subvert the sinner (Prov 13:6, 21; Ecc 7:26), and
his wealth is stored up for the
righteous (Prov 13:22; Ecc 2:26).
Even if they live a long time, you
should not allow your heart to
envy sinners (Ecc 8:12; Prov

23:17). Rather, like David, we
should seek to convert sinners to
God’s path (Psa 51:13). We hear
the psalmist begging, “do not take
my soul away along with sinners” (Psa 26:9) since they will be
consumed from the earth (Psa
104:35; Isaiah 1:28; 13:9; Amos
9:10). In the end, they too shall
die (Ecc 9:2), or perchance if they
live to see it, the day of the LORD
will terrify them (Isaiah 33:14).
In the Gospels, we find sinners often mentioned with tax collectors.
These were the people that Jesus
was calling to repentance—the
people with whom the Pharisees
and scribes did not want to have
anything to do (Mat 9:10-13; Mark
2:15-17; Luke 5:30-32; 19:7). They
called Jesus a friend of tax collectors and sinners (Mat 11:19; Luke
7:34; 15:2) because he was always
spending time with them. Sometimes, they even accused Jesus of
being a sinner, but then couldn’t
figure out how he was able to do
miracles since “We know that God
does not hear sinners; but if anyone is God-fearing and does His
will, He hears him” (John 9:16, 24,
9:31). But, why did Jesus dine with
sinners so often? He explained his
rationale in the three parables:
the lost sheep, the lost coin, and
the lost son (Luke 15). In each
case, the main point is that “there
is more joy in the presence of the
angels of God over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no
repentance” (Luke 15:7, 10, 32).
One time, when Jesus was eating
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at Simon the Pharisee’s house, a
woman came in “who was a sinner,” and she anointed his feet
with her tears (Luke 7:34-39). This
woman repented of her sin, and
Jesus pronounced her forgiven.
Likewise in a parable Jesus told, a
tax collector and a Pharisee went
to pray, but the former in his repentance beat his chest saying,
“God, be merciful to me, the sinner” (Luke 18:13). This does not
mean that Jesus thought it was
good for these people to be in sin,
but as it turned out, they were the
ones who had the humility to listen to what he said and actually
change.
Even so, Jesus condemned the shallow love of sinners when he said, “For even sinners love those who love
them” (Luke 6:32-34; cp. 13:2). In
addition, just before he was arrested at Gethsemane, Jesus said,
“the Son of Man is being betrayed
into the hands of sinners” (Mat
26:45; Mark 14:41).
Before moving on to look at some
other more positive titles that we
should use for ourselves, let’s
briefly consider what the rest of
the New Testament says about
“sinners.”
Making our way
through the Epistles, we find Paul
defending himself against being
falsely judged a sinner (Rom 3:7).
We were sinners when Christ died
for us (Rom 5:8). Through Adam’s
disobedience, many were made
sinners (Rom 5:19). In one place
Paul elevates Jews saying, “We are
Jews by nature and not sinners
(Continued on page 13)

Here the Apostle Paul identifies
himself as the chief sinner, almost
reveling in his low place. But does
Paul still think of himself as a sinner
or is this merely who he was when
Christ saved him? Is he still the
foremost of all sinners? To help
answer this question, not only for
Paul, but also for other first generation Christ-followers, consider the
following table. In it you can clearly
see how the authors of the Epistles
identified themselves in their greetings.

(Continued from page 12)
Saints or Sinners continued ...

from among the Gentiles” (Gal
2:15). The sinners are lumped in
with the lawless, rebellious, ungodly, unholy, profane, and murderers (1 Tim 1:9; 1 Pet 4:18).
Christ himself was holy and innocent and separated from sinners
(Heb 7:26), even though in his passion he endured such hostility by
sinners against himself (Heb 12:3).
Thus, James calls sinners to repentance with the words, “Cleanse
your hands, you sinners…be mis- Author
erable
and
mourn
and
weep” (Jam 4:8-9). In fact, the Paul
one “who turns a sinner from
Paul
the error of his way will save his
soul from death and will cover a
Paul
multitude of sins” (Jam 5:20).
After all, in the end, judgment
Paul
will fall on the sinners for the
harsh things they have spoken Paul
along with their ungodly deeds Paul
(Jude 15).
I am hard-pressed to find a single
reference to “sinners” in a positive light. Only two come close.
The first is from the Psalms
where David says God “instructs
sinners in the way” (Psa 25:8).
Yet, this is not really saying anything positive about being sinner; it is saying something positive about God for graciously
teaching even the wicked the
path of justice. The other reference is in the first epistle to
Timothy where it says, “It is a
trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ
Jesus came into the world to
save sinners, among whom I am
foremost of all” (1 Tim 1:15).

Epistle

Apostle

Bondservant

Romans

x

x

1Corinthians

x

2Corinthians

x

Galatians

x

Ephesians

x

Philippians

Other

x

Paul

Colossians

Paul

1Thessalonians

"Paul"

Paul

2Thessalonians

"Paul"

Paul

1 Timothy

x

Paul

2 Timothy

x

Paul

Titus

x

Paul

Philemon

James

James

Peter

1 Peter

x

Peter

2 Peter

x

John

2 John

"elder"

John

3 John

"elder"

Jude

Jude

x

John

Revelation

x

From this we can observe that
those who wrote epistles most
commonly referred to themselves
as “apostles” (eleven out of twenty
times). An “apostle” is a special
designation or office that Jesus conferred on his original twelve and
then later on Paul. It means “sent
one” or someone Jesus individually
commissioned. The second title
they called themselves was “bondservant of Christ” or many translations simply put “slave of
Christ” (seven of twenty times).
Now this is a humble identifier
because it emphasizes how subservient one is to another’s will.
It achieves the same result as
when Christians say, “I’m just a
sinner.” In fact, calling yourself
a “slave of Christ” sounds even
more humble to me. “I’m just a
slave of Christ.” I don’t think
I’ve ever heard anyone say
those words. But, this is not the
end of the story.

x

x
"prisoner"

x

x

We’ve looked at how various
authors identified themselves,
but we have not yet seen what
they call those to whom they
are writing. Consider these references:
“The church” (1 Cor 1:2; 2 Cor
1:1; Gal 1:1; 1 Thes 1:1; 2 Thes
1:1, Phm 1:2)
“Saints” (Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:2; 2
Cor 1:1; Eph 1:1; Phi 1:1; Col
1:2)
“Beloved,” “beloved son” (Rom
1:7; Phm 1:1; 2 Tim 1:2; 3 John
1; Jud 1)
“Chosen,” “the chosen lady,”
“those called” (1 Pet 1:1; 2 John
1; Jud 1)
“Faithful” (Eph 1:1; Col 1:2)
(Continued on page 15)
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Are You a Hebrew or a Greek?
By Cheryl Elton

O

why we have so many denominations today, and why many are so
focused on what one believes that
it’s sometimes at the expense of
godly living and the unity God desires among Christians.

ctober 6, 2016. This is
Most of us born in the western
world unknowingly view the Scripthe latest predicted
date I’ve heard for
tures through our western thinking,
which was influenced by Greek phiJesus Christ’s second coming. The
book 88 Reasons Why the Rapture
losophy. The emphasis of biblical
will be in 1988 by Edgar Whisenant
Judaism is quite different. The main
Biblical Jews, with their inherently
difference is between knowing and
sold more than 4.5 million copies. At
eastern mindset, viewed the superthe time he was quoted as saying,
doing. The Greek exalts knowledge
natural as affecting everything. They
“Only if the Bible is in error am I
and right thinking, while the Hebrew
emphasized relationship with God
is concerned with right living, pracwrong; and I say that to every
and others over laws of science and
preacher in town.” His predicted
tice, and relationship.
the material. The Hebrew
dates of September 11-13,
mindset extols behavior
1988 came and went. Whisand godly living as the
enant continued to make
substance and meaning of
predictions and write books
“The Hebrews sought the things of
about Christ’s return until
God, not in an effort to comprehend life. The Hebrews sought
the things of God, not in an
1997, but gained less and less
everything, but in order to revere
effort to comprehend eveattention with each failed
Him
more
greatly.”
rything, but in order to
date.
revere Him more greatly.
History is replete with those
If you were to ask someone
who have set a date for the
with Greek thinking how
Lord’s return—only to watch
they would define God, you might
those dates come and go. Many
hear something like: Creator, Spirit,
Christians today become immersed
Intellectually, most of us are Greeks,
the Almighty One, Supreme Being,
in studying end-time events in the
not Hebrews. In our quest to study
Omniscient (all-knowing), OmnipoScriptures. Maybe you have. It’s
the Bible, we find we don’t want to
tent (all-powerful), or Omnipresent
common to lay out all these events
live with any contradiction, inconsis(everywhere-present). All of these
on a timeline with exact dates, and
tency, or difficult to explain passage.
would be true. The Hebrew reeven times of various occurrences.
We like everything to be in logical,
sponse, however, might be somesystematic patterns, organized in
This kind of thinking is typical to
thing like: God is my rock, my
tight, carefully reasoned theologies.
those of us living in the western
strength, my peace, my healer, my
We like keys and formulas.
world. Our concept of time—points
deliverer, my shepherd, the founon a line—is of little concern, howtain of living waters—emphasizing
The western mindset says it’s more
ever, to the Hebrew mind. Since the
His relational aspects.
important to believe “the right
Bible has Hebraic roots, understandthing” than to live the right way.
ing it and approaching it with a HeInstead of describing God using atThis emphasis on “getting the right
brew mindset can help give us great
doctrine” helps explain first of all
insight into its truths.
(Continued on page 15)
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tributes of accomplishment, the eastern mind describes Him by how He
relates to them. It would be similar
to describing your uncle merely by
saying he is a famous lawyer instead
of your relative.
In our example of end-time events,
the sequential order in which God
will do things is of little concern to
the Hebrew; rather, the focus is
solely on the promise that He will
act.
For most of us westerners the Hebrew mindset is so foreign to us that
we easily fall into the comfort of our
Greek thinking when reading the Bible. We become obsessed with doctrinal statements, creeds, definitions, and the quest to figure out
every point of doctrine systemati(Continued from page 13)
Saints or Sinners continued ...

“Brethren,” “sister” (Col 1:2; Phm
1:2)
“True child in the faith” (1 Tim 1:2;
Tit 1:4)
“Fellow worker,” “fellow soldier” (Phm 1:1, 2)
“Twelve tribes who are dispersed
abroad” (Jam 1:1)
“Those who reside as aliens” (1 Pet
1:1)
“Those who received a faith of the
same kind as ours” (2 Pet 1:1)
Is this how you think of yourself?
Consider how optimistic these designations are. We are the saints,
the beloved, the chosen, the faithful. We are brothers and sisters,

cally. Even the Godhead must be
tightly defined and structured. This
thinking is thoroughly western and
Greek.
In contrast, the Hebrews accepted
the idea that some things about God
are a “mystery.” In the Hebraic view,
relationship with Jesus Christ is more
important than putting Him in a box
and defining Him. Do we really know
Him as Lord? Do we walk and talk
with Him daily?
Today, we see much “techniqueoriented” Christianity. We love practices we can apply to get into or out
of situations. We love “keys” for living the abundant life and seek techniques for financial prosperity, inner
healing, and receiving spiritual
power.
In the book God in Search of Man,

God’s true children in the faith who
are fellow workers and fellow soldiers. This is how we should think
of ourselves and one another—not
as sinners but as saints and beloved. Although this may seem like
a trivial little study, I assure you
how you think about yourself has
major consequences on what you
actually do. If your primary identity
is “just a sinner,” you will likely
make allowances for sin in your life.
You will not seek first his Kingdom
and his righteousness (Mat 6:33);
rather, you will give up without a
fight. However, if your identity is
built on the fact that you are a beloved saint, you will find yourself
more inclined to live up to this
name.
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Jewish theologian Abraham Heschel
writes:

“The Greeks learned in order to comprehend. The Hebrews learned in
order to revere. The modern man
learns in order to use.”
In the days when Jesus’ Kingdom
movement was called the “sect of
the Nazarenes” (Acts 24:5,14), being
a Christian was about relationship
with God through Jesus Christ, and
relationship with one’s fellow man.
Since that time, the church has
greatly de-emphasized relationship
with God and Christ and intellectualized and commercialized the faith.
To grasp what it truly means to be a
follower of Christ and to understand
our relationship with Him, perhaps it
would do us all good to return to the
roots of our faith and think more like
the Hebrews. 

I realize we also have the danger of
falling into pride, and Scripture
clearly tells us “not to think more
highly of himself than he ought to
think” and “do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind regard one another as more important than
yourselves” (Rom 12:3; Phi 2:1).
Perhaps we should take a cue from
the apostles when they thought of
themselves as “slaves of Christ” but
called their fellow Christians
“saints” and “beloved.” This way
we preserve the humility without
setting ourselves up for failure.
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With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit,
and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance
and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf,
in the opening of my mouth,
to make known with boldness the mystery
of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains;
that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly,
as I ought to speak.
Ephesians 6:18-20

