EZEKIEL
Segment 13

Judgment on Tyre
Prophecies to the Nations

These admonitions occur sometime after the siege of Jerusalem through the
time of destruction of the city, the destruction of the Temple in 586 BC, and the
devastation of the land of Judah. These nations were rejoicing over Jerusalem’s
demise and were hoping this destruction would be to their benefit.
Ezekiel 25:1-7 The word of Yahweh to the sons of Ammon
Ezekiel 25:8-11 The word of Yahweh to Moab
Ezekiel 25:12-14 The word of Yahweh to Edom (Psalm 137:7; Ez 35:1ff)
Ezekiel 25:15-17 The word of Yahweh to the Philistines
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Prophecies Concerning Tyre
Ezekiel 26:1-3 – The eleventh year – the year the Temple was destroyed. Month
is not given. Three chapters are now devoted to Tyre and the king of Tyre. Why
Tyre? (Other sections of Scripture with prophecy about Tyre are: Amos 1:9-10;
Isaiah 23:1ff; Jeremiah 27:1-11.)

Tyre is an ancient Phoenician city which consisted of two distinct urban centers, Tyre
itself, which was on an island just off shore, and the associated settlement of Ushu on
the adjacent mainland. The original island city had two harbors, one on the south side
and the other on the north side of the island. These two harbors were what enabled Tyre
to gain the maritime prominence that it did; the harbor on the north side of the island
was, in fact, one of the best harbors on the eastern end of the Mediterranean. The
commerce of the ancient world was gathered into the warehouses of Tyre. "Tyrian
merchants were the first who ventured to navigate the Mediterranean waters; and they
founded their colonies on the coasts and neighboring islands of the Aegean Sea, in
Greece, on the northern coast of Africa, at Carthage and other places
in Sicily and Corsica, in Spain at Tartessus, and even beyond the pillars of Hercules at
Gadeira. The city of Tyre was particularly known for the production of a rare and
extraordinarily expensive sort of purple dye, produced from the murex shellfish, known
as Tyrian purple. In many cultures of ancient times, this color was reserved for the use of
royalty or at least nobility.
In ancient times, the island city of Tyre was heavily fortified (with defensive walls 150
feet high). The mainland settlement, originally called Ushu (later called by the Greeks
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Palaetyrus meaning "Old Tyre"), was actually more like a line of suburbs than any one
city and was used primarily as a source of water and timber for the main island
city. Josephus records that the two fought against each other on occasion, although
most of the time they supported one another because they both benefited from the
island city's wealth from maritime trade and the mainland area's source of timber,
water, and burial grounds.

Ezekiel 26:1-6
Tyre was saying “aha” regarding Jerusalem’s demise and thinking this would
benefit the people of Tyre. God promises to bring up many nations against Tyre.
Historically, these events happened to this great Phoenician city.
 Under siege by Nebuchadnezzar from 586-573 BC
 The Persians brought Tyre under submission in 525 BC.
 Alexander the Great laid siege to the city, conquered, and razed it in 332
BC. He connected the island to the mainland coast by constructing
a causeway during his siege of the city and demolished the old city to
reuse its cut stone.
 Tyre was then under the control of the Seleucid Empire under King
Antiochus III until 126 BC.
 It then came under Roman control in 64 BC.
Ezekiel 26:7-11
Nebuchadnezzar would lay siege on Tyre.
Ezekiel 26:12-21
Pronouns changed from “he” (referring to Nebuchadnezzar) to “they” (referring
back to all the nations that would come up against Tyre over the next 1,000
years).
Ezekiel 27:1ff
This lamentation over Tyre first displays the great influence Tyre had throughout
the Mediterranean Sea and throughout the known world. Through the great
Phoenician sailing ships, wealth flowed in and out of the city of Tyre. Here Tyre
is pictured as a magnificent sailing ship “filled and very glorious in the heart of
the sea.” The ship is then overthrown “into the heart of the seas.”
Ezekiel 28:1-10
Now the word of Yahweh is given to Tyre’s leader. This emphasizes the spiritual
influence of Tyre. The king of Tyre at this time in history is thought to be Ethbaal
II. His namesake, Ethbaal I, was from the neighboring Phoenician city of Sidon
and was the father of Jezebel (1 Kings 16:29-33), the wife of King Ahab. The
marriage to this Phoenician queen brought Baal worship into Israel and greatly
influenced both the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of
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Judah, from which they never truly recovered. The Phoenician influence went
throughout the known world. The king thought himself to be a god, although he
was but a man. The leader, ruler, or prince of Tyre may also have been a dual
meaning which referred to a demon ruling in Tyre (Daniel 10:13, 20). There are
gods of this world, spiritual wickedness in high places.
Ezekiel 28:11-19
A lamentation is taken up for the king of Tyre. In this lamentation, the king of
Tyre is juxtaposed to the anointed cherub in Eden, the garden God. Whereas the
fall of Satan as the covering cherub provides understanding for the king of Tyre
and his demise, so too, for us today a window is opened to the spiritual. The King
of Tyre provides us a type for Satan, the anointed cherub whose heart was lifted
up because of his beauty.
Ezekiel 28:20-24
The word of Yahweh comes to Ezekiel to prophesy also against the city of Sidon,
another Phoenician city about 20 miles north of Tyre.
Ezekiel 28:25-26
This section closes with hope for the house of Israel, that God will gather them
from where they have been scattered, that they will again live securely in the
land, and that God will execute judgment on all those around who scorn them.
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EZEKIEL
Segment 14

Ezekiel 29-32: Judgment on Egypt
Why in the world would Ezekiel spend four chapters pronouncing judgments on
Egypt? He was not a prophet to the Egyptians, nor do we have any evidence that
he sent them his oracles. What was so significant about Egypt in this time of
history? In order to answer these questions, we need first to consider an
overview of Israel’s dealings with Egypt.

Overview of Israel’s Dealings with Egypt
1898BC1 Joseph sold into slavery to Ishmaelite traders (Genesis 37:12-36).
1875BC Israel and his family move to Egypt (Genesis 46:1-34).
1600BC Pharaoh enslaves and attempts ethnic cleansing (Exodus 1:1-2:6).
1446BC Moses, the 10 plagues, and the escape from Egypt (Exodus 2:1-14:31)
1210BC Pharaoh Merneptah launches campaign against Israel and destroys
grain.2
967BC Solomon enters marriage alliance with Egyptian king (1 Kings 3:1; 7:8;
9:16; 11:1).
926BC Pharaoh Shishak invades Judah and loots treasuries of King Rehoboam
and the house of Yahweh (1 Kings 14:25-26).
701BC Isaiah warned Hezekiah not to go to Egypt for assistance against the
Assyrians (Isaiah 36:6-9).
671BC Assyrian rulers Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal conquer Egypt.
609BC Necho II led army through the Levant to aid Assyrians against
Babylonians. Josiah, king of Judah, tried to stop Necho at Megiddo and
died in battle (2 Kings 23:29-30). Necho removed Jehoahaz (2 Kings
23:31-33) and placed Eliakim (whom he renamed Jehoiakim) on the
throne (2 Kings 23:34-35).
604BC Babylonians took Judah from Egypt during the reign of Jehoiakim (2
Kings 24:7).
589BC Zedekiah broke his covenant with Babylonia and leagued with Egypt,
which precipitated the siege of Jerusalem (2 Kings 24:20-25:1).
588BC Pharaoh Hophra came out of Egypt to fight the Babylonians. They left
sieging Jerusalem to engage the Egyptians and then returned to lay siege
to Jerusalem (Jeremiah 37:5-10).
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Most of these dates were taken from biblehub.com.
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586BC Jerusalem was captured along with King Zedekiah. Most of the survivors
returned with the army to Babylonia as captives (2 Kings 25:8-21).
Several months later, the remaining Israelites murdered Gedaliah whom
Nebuchadnezzar had set in charge. They feared Babylonian reprisal, so
they went to Egypt to hide (2 Kings 25:22-26).
568BC Nebuchadnezzar attacks Egypt.3
Daniel I. Bock explains why Egypt is of concern for Ezekiel’s audience:
“In Ezekiel’s mind, Nebuchadrezzar was Yahweh’s instrument of
judgment upon Israel for their persistent revolt against him. Thus…any
outside interference in Nebuchadrezzar’s Palestinian campaign [was] a
challenge to the plan of God. Instead of heeding prophetic admonitions
to return to their divine patron, however, the Judeans had appealed to
Egypt for help in resisting the Babylonians.”4
Ezekiel 29:1-16 (587BC)5
Ezekiel utters a devastating prophecy against the prideful Pharaoh and the land
of Egypt. God promises to bring a nation against Egypt to attack it with the
sword and lay it waste. He predicts that the land will remain uninhabited for
forty years, after which time He will bring them back to their land. However,
they will not again be a powerful kingdom, able to hold sway over the
surrounding nations. In verses 6 and 7, God reveals His reason for the wrath—
Egypt has propped up Israel’s hope of deliverance from the Babylonians.
Ezekiel 29:17-27 (570BC)
God thinks of Egypt’s defeat as the spoil or payment to the Babylonians for doing
His will (especially since they did not succeed in carrying off Tyre’s wealth). This
prophecy is chronologically after the others about Egypt. It turns out
Nebuchadnezzar attacked Egypt just two years later in 568BC.
Ezekiel 30 (586BC)
God will not only bring judgment on Egypt, but also against the surrounding
nations—Ethiopia, Put, Lud, all Arabia, and Libya—since they league with Egypt
3
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A clay tablet in the British Museum says, “In the 37 year of Nebuchadnezzar, king of the
country of Babylon, he went to Mitzraim (Egypt) to wage war.” [George P. Elgood, Later
Dyansties of Egypt (Oxford: Basil Blackwell 1951), p. 106.] Josephus records, “Megasthenes also,
in his fourth book of his Accounts of India, makes mention of these things, and thereby
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was the first year of his captivity. See notes from segment one for more information.
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to support it. He will make Egypt a desolate land in the midst of desolate lands.
He will strengthen the arms of Babylon’s king while breaking the arms of Egypt’s
king.
Ezekiel 31 (586BC)
God begins by extolling Assyria as a luxuriant cedar tree with massive branches
and a lofty height. Even though all the birds of heaven rested on its branches
and it was well watered, God brought it down on account of its wickedness.
Indeed, by Ezekiel’s time, Babylon had supplanted the lands of the old Assyrian
Empire. Egypt is not now nearly as great as Assyria was, so God will have no
trouble at all knocking it down.
Ezekiel 32:1-16 (585BC)
Here we find a lament over Egypt for the daughters of the nations to chant. It
begins by describing Pharaoh not as a young lion of the nations but a grotesque
sea monster. God promises to slay this leviathan and drop it on the land for
beasts to devour. The lament ends with God’s promise to send the king of
Babylon against Egypt with the swords of mighty ones to devastate the pride of
Egypt and slay its hordes.
Ezekiel 32:17-32 (585BC)
Here we encounter a poetic description of what happens in Sheol, the realm of
the dead, when the hordes of Egypt fall by the sword. The great Egyptians are
now lying still, among the graves of Assyria, Elam, Meschech, Tubal, Edom, and
Sidon. We find a similar description of the king of Babylon in Isaiah 14:9-19.
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